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Wow! What an amazing turnout we 

had at the October Cars and Coffee 

at Browncroft! 30 GVACS members! 

That is more than we had at our annual meeting! 

Thank you, Jerry and Marlene Kier, for scheduling 

these breakfasts! 

We had our annual meeting on November 7th. 

Attendance was lower than expected.  

Congratulations to the newly elected Officers and 

Directors. Revisions to our bylaws were passed 

unanimously. Several people shared news of  

members who are currently not well. A card to Jim 

Day, Ellen Hill and Joan VanDeWall would be  

appreciated. Their addresses are in our roster.  

AACA and GVACS dues are now due. GVACS dues 

can be paid at our Christmas luncheon.  

Our Christmas luncheon is on Saturday, December 6. 

Information is in this issue. The cost is only $5. The 

deadline for reservations is December 1st. 

Our activity calendar is pretty empty. Let’s have 

some new types of activities. Pick a place to go, 

scout out a lunch stop and you’re all set. Paul Kron 

has lots of ideas you can select from.  

Coming in 2026! Candy trivia! 

Enjoy the ride!   Don 
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GVACS OFFICERS 

 PRESIDENT DON DEAR   
         585-576-5318 
  ddear99@gmail.com 

 VICE PRESIDENT BRIAN MOON  
  585-545-9522

  65bmoon@gmail.com 

 SECRETARY JIM DAY 
  585-202-4450 
  jameslday21@gmail.com 

 TREASURER BRAD SARGENT
  585-690-0474 
  bsargen1@rochester.rr.com 
 

                            BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

  BOARD CHAIR  CHRIS DEAR  
  cdchrisdear1@gmail.com 

  BOARD MEMBER  JOHN O’CONNOR  
  585-377-2252                                                                                                                                   
  wjoconnorjr@usa.com 

  BOARD MEMBER  JUDY KEENAN  
  585-414-5358 
  jkeenan1313.jk@gmail.com 

  BOARD MEMBER  ANN NEAL         
  315-597-6623 
  aaneal2012@icloud.com 

  BOARD MEMBER  BOB KEENAN    
  585-355-3104   
  rkeenan72@outlook.com 

BRASS LAMP STAFF 
   

 EDITOR     JUDY KEENAN    
  585-414-5358  
   jkeenan1313.jk@gmail.com  

  MAILING        DON DEAR         
  585-576-5318 
  ddear99@gmail.com 

  SUNSHINE/  SUSAN SMITH   
  REPORTER 585-410-5884 
   suziesgardens@aol.com 

  ADVERTISING STEVE LAMAGNA  
  585-415-5141 
  topogigio8899@hotmail.com 

 

585-254-7140 
606 Hague St. 

Rochester, NY 14606 

www.empireradiator.com 

Antique, Classic & Custom Radiators - Aluminum & Copper Brass 

DOT Compliant Brake Lines, Hydraulic, AC & Fluid Lines 

Fuel Tank Repair - Steel & Aluminum, Radiator Repairs 

 Stony Point Mechanical 

Tom Smith 
Ford Model A, AA  
Full Chassis and Electrical Services 

513 Stony Point Rd. 
Spencerport, NY 14559 

 
585-410-5883 
mechanictomsmith@aol.com 

mailto:topogigio8899@hotmail.com
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01 Mary McAlpin 21 Roger Libby 
03 Nancy Huffman 22 Mark Graf 
07 Claire Zappone 27 Bob Keenan 
11 Joe Kozloski 27 Linda Perkins 
12 Carolyn Burke  

Trivia Question 
In a famous parody of the Christmas  carol 
“Jingle Bells,” what famous fictional car that  
belongs to a superhero has “lost a wheel” while 
“the Joker got away.”  

Answer: Batmobile 

04  Gene & Susan Manno  1971   54 

16  Bob & Cheryl Klingensmith 1967   58 

  

Michael Bobick 

 

 

   2538 Seneca Avenue                       

Niagara Falls, NY  14305                  716/297-1410 

NIAGARA 
   CUSTOM 

       PLATING  

Happy  

Anniversary 

Happy Birthday 

We are sending healing vibes your way. 

Hoping you find strength with each new 

day. You are in our thoughts and prayers. 

Cards can be sent to: 

Ellen Hill 
477 Stottle Road 

Scottsville, NY 14546 

Joan VanDeWall 
101 Orchard Park Blvd. 

Rochester, NY 14609 

Jim Day 
7480 Dryer Rd, 

Rochester, NY 14564 

 

GET WELL SOON! 

 Ellen Hill  

Joan VanDeWall  

Jim Day  
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It is once again time to renew your GVACS  
membership. The 2026 GVACS Membership  
Renewal form can be 
found in this issue of The 
Brass Lamp and also on 
the GVACS website 
https://www.gvacs1.com. 

Please complete the 
form and send it with a 
check made out to 
GVACS to Ann Neal, 2464 
Maple Ave., Palmyra, NY 
14522. 

Please keep in mind: 

Your 2026 GVACS membership renewal payment is 
due prior to December 31, 2025. Also, please pay 

your 2026 AACA dues before December 31, 2025, 
as these must be paid before your GVACS renewal 

can be processed. 

GVACS 50-year members 
are asked to return  
the completed GVACS  
renewal form with the 
line checked that states 
you are a 50-year mem-
ber. This will ensure your 
name remains on our  
roster. Also please note 
2026 AACA dues are  
required and must be 
paid by December 31, 

2025 unless you have been awarded an AACA  
50-Year Membership. 

2026 GVACS MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 

GVACS Annual Meeting and Election of Officers and Directors for 2026 

Friday, November 7, 2025 Results: 

The GVACS Annual Meeting and Election of Officers and Directors for 2026 took place at 

our indoor meeting on 11-07-2025 at 6:30 PM at Penfield Community Center, 1985 Baird 

Rd., Penfield, NY 14526. 

The following slate of nominees for GVACS Officers and Directors for 2026 were elected: 

OFFICERS: 

President: Don Dear 

Vice-President: Brian Moon 

Treasurer: Brad Sargent 

Secretary:  Mark Graf 

DIRECTORS: 

Chris Dear 

Ann Neal 

John O’Connor 

Judy Keenan 

Bob Keenan 

https://www.gvacs1.com
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GVACS Celebrating our 75th Anniversary! 
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GVACS Celebrating our 75th Anniversary! 



8 

 

THE BRASS LAMP - DECEMBER 2025  

SCHUTTS APPLE MILL 

1063 PLANK ROAD               WEBSTER, NY  14580 

  PHONE (585) 872-2924    —  OPEN ALL YEAR                 

CIDER * APPLES * CHEESE 
 

PH (585) 924-3717 
PH (716) 892-2828 
FX (585) 924-3713 
info@rochesterclutch.com 

827 Phillips Road 
Victor, NY 14564 

rochesterclutch.com 

T 
he average life expectancy was 47 years 

and a car’s fuel was sold only in drug 

stores. There were only 8,000 cars  

traveling 144 miles of paved roads; the maximum 

speed limit was about 10 MPH. 

The average wage was 22¢ an hour and an  

accountant would earn $2,000 in a year to a  

dentist’s take of 

$2,500. Over 90% 

of “Doctors” had no  

college education, 

in fact many bar-

bers moonlighted 

as Doctors; yes, you 

read that right. The 

five leading causes 

of death were 

pneumonia, tuber-

culosis, diarrhea, 

heart disease and 

strokes. 

Marijuana, heroin, and morphine were all available 

over the counter at the local corner drugstores. 

Back then pharmacists said, “Heroin clears the 

complexion, gives buoyancy to the mind, regulates 

the stomach and bowels, and is, in fact, a perfect 

guardian of health.” 

Most women washed their hair using borax or egg 

yolks once a month; Only 14 percent of the homes 

had a bathtub. Sugar cost 4¢ a pound, eggs 14¢ a 

dozen and coffee went for 15¢ a pound. 

It was a far different time; Las Vegas Nevada had a 

population total of 30 and 22% of adults couldn’t 

read or write; only 6% had graduated from high 

school. In the entire USA there were 230 reported 

murders. Roads were beyond bad hence the high 

ground clearance 

on most cars of the 

era. 

Canada passed a 

law that prohibited 

poor people from 

entering into their 

country for any 

reason. 

The American flag 

had 45 stars. 

Crossword puzzles, 

canned beer, and 

iced tea hadn't 

been invented yet. 

There was no Mother's Day or Father's Day.  

Eighteen percent of households had at least one 

full-time servant or domestic help. 

Plus, one more very sad thought; 95 percent of the 

taxes we have now did not even exist in 1909. 

Murray Stahl 

THE YEAR 1909, OVER 110 YEARS AGO - A Murray Stahl Muse 
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2025 GVACS Holiday Luncheon 

Hosted by Chris & Don Dear 

Saturday, December 6, 2025 

Johnny D’s Family Restaurant 
2139 North Union Street, Spencerport, NY 14559 

Arrive at 12:00 Noon  

Lunch Selections: 

 We will be ordering from a special menu 

that includes breakfast items, wraps, paninis and sandwiches.  

Dessert will be served. Beer, wine, and mimosas available at cash bar. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

........................................................................................................................................................................ 

Make checks payable to GVACS.  

Send form below to:  
Chris Dear, 123 Ashbrook Circle 
Webster, NY 14580 

Reservation deadline, Dec. 1, 2025. 

Name(s):  _______________________________ Phone: ______________________  

GVACS members $5.00/person   Guest $15.00/person 

                                                           Enclosed $________ 

               

Please bring a  
non-perishable food item  

(not expired) for the  
Hilton Parma  

Emergency Food  
Pantry.   

Please bring a  
non-perishable food item  

(not expired) for the  
Hilton Parma  

Emergency Food  
Pantry.   
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Dates 2025/2026 Activity/Event/Speaker Organizer/Hosts 

 

Christmas Luncheon 

Saturday, December 6, 2025 

Johnny D’s Family Restaurant 

2139 North Union Street 

Spencerport, NY 14559 

Arrive at 12:00 Noon  

 

Chris & Don Dear 

January 2026 No Event Scheduled  

February , 2026  

Date TBD 

? Topic/Speaker ? Need Volunteer  

Organizer/Hosts 

 

March 2026 

Date TBD 

 

? Pancake Run ? 
Need Volunteer  

Organizer/Hosts 

April 2026 

Date TBD 

 

? Topic/Speaker ? 
Need Volunteer  

Organizer/Hosts 

May 18, 2026 

Tentative 

 

? Topic/Speaker ? 

Need Volunteer  

Organizer/Hosts 

June 2026 

Date TBD 

 

? Ice Cream Social ? 
Need Volunteer  

Organizer/Hosts 

July 2026 

Date TBD 

 

National Car Collector Appreciation Day 
Need Volunteer  

Organizer/Hosts 

August 2026  

Date TBD 

Summer Picnic 

 

Need Volunteer  

Organizer/Hosts 

 

September 2026  

Date TBD 

 

? Topic/Speaker ? 

 

Need Volunteer  

Organizer/Hosts 

October 2026 

Date TBD 

 

? Topic/Speaker ? 

Need Volunteer  

Organizer/Hosts 

November 2026 

Date TBD 

 

Annual Mtg & Election of Officers 
 

Need Volunteer  

Organizer/Hosts 

December 2026 

Date TBD 

 

? Christmas Party ? 
Need Volunteer  

Organizer/Hosts 

GVACS Activities Calendar Updated November 20, 2025 

December  

6th 
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